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and are in several libraries, univer-
sities and private collections.

While the books often are collab-
orations with writers, poets and
storytellers, her personal work also
is multilayered and textured, incor-
porating not just handmade papers
but also images gleaned from her
restless imagination and travel.

Kresge has traveled extensively
throughout the Middle East,
Europe, India and the United
States.

“Travel and place certainly influ-

ence my work,” she said. “I'm

always trying to explore new meth-
ods and materials.”

Through printmaking, etching,
lithography, relief and serigraphy,
techniques often combined in a sin-
gle work; Kresge explores that
world in art.

Although beginning as a print-
maker, her interests led her to nar-
ration and text.

Kresge’s book “Shadow Play,”
inspired by Indonesian shadow
puppets, opens up to form a theater
or theatrical backdrop, with real
working puppets.

“It was influenced by tradition; I
wanted to take it to a new place.”

Kresge art

HOLIDAY SHOW, MARY LOU ZEEK GALLERY

WHEN: Today through Dec. 31, 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Tuesdays-Fridays and 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Saturdays; opening reception 5
to 8 p.m. Wednesday

WHERE: 335 State St., Salem
COST: Free

CALL: (503) 581-3225

“A WINTER’S TALE,” BUSH BARN ART
CENTER HOLIDAY SHOW

WHEN: Nov. 17-Dec. 29, 10 am.to 5
p.m. Mondays-Fridays and noon to 5
p.m. Saturdays-Sundays; opening gala
7 to 10 p.m. Nov. 16

WHERE: Bush Barn Art Center, 600
Mission St. SE, Salem

COST: Free; opening gala is $10
individuals, $18 a couple.

CALL: (503) 581-2228

The book “Air Born,” a collabora-
tion with a poet and a kitemaker, lit-
erally can take flight: The pages are
kites. The project was inspired by
visits to China and Japan.

Another art book, “Journey Tales:
A Collection of Women’s Stories,”
features imagery inspired by stories.

Kresge, who has worked in the-
ater and opera, will have another
major collaboration in spring of 2004,
with the ArtLife Latino Americano’s
“Crossing Borders” project, a multi-
media collaboration with interna-
tional musicians in Mexico City.

Now, after living in a more urban,
worldly part of the United States,
she is absorbing a quieter range of
influences living along Mill Creek,
teaching art two days a week at Abi-
qua School and occasionally at
Salem Art Association.

She’s also minding her standard
poodle, Obi-Wan Kenobi, and a the-
atrically minded daughter, Chloe
Nord, 11, who is in the cast of the
upcoming Pentacle Theatre musi-
cal “Metropolis.”

Her most recent work, the Mill
Creek series, is about a place much
closer to her and us, integrating
wood and metal but still designs
that harken to a larger world
beyond the borders of Salem.

“Thematically, I'm very interest-
ed in place,” Kresge said.

“It’s all coming together, present
and past.”

There are wooden trellises,
designs that embrace the idea of
neighborhood. ;

Predictably, exploration still is a.
theme in these works, which use
the techniques of woodburning and
treating metal as prints.

“Im literally running prints
through the press that are metal,”
she said.

Among Kresge’s other recent
pieces are “Venetian Tiles,” hand-
painted metal prints mounted on
small wood squares, and the Santa

Fe, N.M.,, series, cast paper with
archaeological forms.

Native American forms turn up
in her “Ladder” monotypes, and
the “Badlands” series recalls the
American landscape in etchings
and collographs.

“I would say I really enjoy more
the ancient forms of culture,” she
said.

“A lot of people have found it has
fh spiritual context. I'm not aware of

at.

“People will see things in them;
they’re experimental.”

Kresge is nonetheless very much
in the present with an eye on the
future.

“I'm going to explore video,” she
said. ki

For such a restless creative soul,
Salem might seem a major adjust-
ment, and Kresge said she has
missed the artistic infrastructure
she once took for granted in the
New York area.

But there are valuable tradeoffs.

“It’s been a great life quality

-change for us,” Kresge said. “We've

always been all over the map.

“I'm having to be more ingenious
in things I can do without a great
deal of media resources in the area,
which I had in New York.”

Ron Cowan can be reached at
(503) 399-6728 or rcowan@
StatesmandJournal.com
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INSPIRED ART: Ann Kresge has this piece,
“Olympic Peninsula, Ozette,” inside her studio at
her Salem home. She said she was inspired by
Indian rock carvings.





